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MUST HAVES

UpFrontUpFront
BEAUTY

WHAT 
WOMEN 
WANT
BY NATASHA CHALENKO

As I look through the multitude of new 
beauty product releases, I ask myself a 
question: “How can one stand out in such 
a highly competitive marketplace?” My 
choices are brands that constantly keep 
ahead of the curve and invest in innovative 
packaging, advanced formulas and artful 
presentation. 

Art and Science. La Prairie’s products 
are a visual and sensory feast, a fusion 
of research and poetry. Two new 
additions to the Skin Caviar line – 
Powder Foundation and Loose Powder 
— continue the brand’s quest for 
excellence. Caviar extract is combined 
with an advanced blend of pigments for 
a lifting effect and cashmere-soft finish. 
Elegant cobalt-blue compacts pay 
homage to the purity of the Bauhaus 
aesthetic, a key influence in the brand’s 
design. La Prairie Skin Caviar Powder 
Foundation, $220, Loose Powder (not 
pictured), $220. laprairie.com 

Form and Function. I’ve always 
liked the idea of a long-wear lip tint 
for busy days, but I found that most 
existing formulas were 
lackluster, sticky and 
tricky to apply. YSL 
Beauté’s new water 
stain checks all the 
boxes — intense gloss, 
brilliant color, plus a 
lightweight and non-
sticky finish. Its unique 
pointy wave-shaped 
applicator scoops just 
the right amount of 
product and places it with the utmost 
precision. Yves Saint Laurent Beauté 
Vernis A Levres Water Stain, $37. 
yslbeautyus.com

Haute Harvest. In 1954 Rob-
ert Goossens began collabo-
rating with Coco Chanel on 
the jewelry that accompanied 
the clothing she presented 
every season going forward. 
Known as “Monsieur Bijou,” 
he continued to work with her 
successor, Karl Lagerfeld, 
well into the 1990s. Goossens 
also collaborated with Chanel 
on the gilt metal “Épis de blé” 
lamps — circa 1960 — from DS 
Arts et Antiquités ($4,500 
for pair). Goossens later 
re-created a lamp inspired by a 
sheaf of wheat for Yves Saint 
Laurent, and many of his 
creations can be found in the 
Musée des Arts Décoratifs. 
114 Avenue Michelet,  
Saint-Ouen 93400, France.

Hamming It Up. Cured for two years, 
Cinco Jotas’ bone-in Ibérico de Bello-
ta Jamón is available for order from La 
Tienda ($1,195.95). Weighing in at about 
15 pounds, this cured ham from free-
range, acorn-fed pork is known for its de-
lectably complex flavor. Continue slicing 
it for months. tienda.com

Mad for Plaid. This pair of 
Jacques Adnet leather-wrapped 
armchairs with their original tartan 
plaid fabric are perfect for any man 
cave. Designed in the 1950s, during 
a period when Adnet focused on 
furniture and private commissions, 
these modernist chairs from San 
Francisco-based dealer Lebreton 
are exciting enough to raise the 
kilt of any Scotsman. Price upon 
request. lebretongallery.com 

BY DAVID NASH

Time’s Up. As part of its 
summer collection, Heath 
Ceramics introduced the 
Stencil Clock ($380) in a 
seasonal canary-yellow glaze. 
Made in collaboration with 
House Industries, the numbers 
on the wall-mounted clock 
are inspired by 19th-century 
French stenciling, Shaker tin 
stencils, and the American GI 
stencil. Available in this color 
for a limited time only.
heathceramics.com

Meow Mix. Lib-
ertine designer 
Johnson Hartig is 
a master of sequin 
embellishment and 
mixing patterns. For 
men, his completely 
hand-sequined “Lucy 
Cat” bomber jacket 
($3,750) is the purrr-
rfect transition piece, 
taking you from sum-
mer into fall. Ladies 
can land a great catch 
with his “Everything 
Beautiful” collarless 
coat ($4,250) with 
lobster sleeve detail – 
a collage of the label’s 
spring/summer 2019 
prints. ilovelibertine.
com 

Creativity and Versatility. Shaped 
as a beautiful orchid inlay, Sisley’s 
L’Orchidée is the prettiest blush of 
the season; it instantly reminds me 
of Hawaiian vacations and evokes a 
carefree aloha mood. The solid “petals” 
act as a matte blush, the marbled ones 
add a light-catching shimmer, and the 
background is a pearlescent highlighter. 
This trio enhances the complexion with 
a luminous sheer tint, and it’s easy to 
apply and endlessly adjustable. Sisley 
L’Orchidée Highlighting Blush in Coral, 
$110. sisley-paris.com
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LUXURY FOR HER

Must Haves
H O L I D A Y  G I F T  G U I D E

Illustrious newcomer. Harry Winston is 
famous for its timeless, flawlessly crafted, 
one-of-a-kind jewels held to the highest 
and most exacting quality standards in 
the industry. The famed jewelry house’s 
long-anticipated San Francisco flagship 

store is a shining addition to the city’s 
luxury shopping landscape. 

Incredibles by Harry Winston sapphire and diamond 
necklace set in platinum; Price upon request. 

Harry Winston San Francisco, 200 Post Street, 
HarryWinston.com.

Statement earrings. Shreve & Co. is San Francisco’s 
oldest jewelry store and one of the names that are 
synonymous with the city itself. The finely curated 

collections of jewelry and watches will light up anyone’s 
holiday spirit. 

Penny Preville 18K Diamond Art Deco Earrings 1ct. $5,295. Shreve & Co., 
150 Post Street, San Francisco, 415-421-2600

Covetable and collectible. I have never met a 
woman who would not get excited about receiving 

a hypnotizing black and white camellia-adorned 
Chanel gift box. And for this reason I always visit the 

Chanel boutique. What’s inside the box? Does it really 
matter? Big or small—you know it will be “très chic”! 

CHANEL Bracelet in metal/calfskin; $750, CHANEL  
San Francisco, 156 Geary Street, 415-981-1550.

Sustainable Luxury.
Baby Cashmere is a

result of the Loro Piana’s
creative drive and

years of hard work with
Mongolian and Chinese
breeders. This extremely
rare and precious fiber

exclusively obtained from
the underfleece of Hircus
goat kids by means of a
delicate and completely

harmless combing
procedure that is only

done once in a goat’s life.
Loro Piana “Rochester” Coat in 

Baby Cashmere®; $5,900,  
Loro Piana San Francisco,  

233 Geary Street, 415-593-3303

A gift that keeps on giving. Tom Ford Beauty 
products are carefully crafted using only the high-
est-quality ingredients and are a treat for any style 

maven. This 50-piece lipstick library is a gift with pa-
nache and an undeniable “wow” factor—just opening 

all 50 will create a long-lasting holiday experience. 
Tom Ford Lips & Boys 50-piece set; $1,980, Saks Fifth Avenue  

San Francisco, 384 Post Street, 415-986-4300.

Cuteness overload.  
Louis Vuitton animal-

print accessories are ideal 
stocking stuffers, or as I call 

them “something extra.” The 
adorable giraffes romping 

with the brand’s iconic trunks 
and bags will certainly lift 

a mood and put a smile on 
anyone’s face!

Louis Vuitton Notebook Clemence 
Equipee Sauvage MM; $185. 
Louis Vuitton Illustré Girafe 

Bag Charm and Key Holder; 
$220, Louis Vuitton San 
Francisco, 233 Geary 

Street, 415-391-6200.

For a well-heeled traveler. These Hermès 
loafers come in just the right shade of blue and 

exude refinement in every time zone. 
Hermès Women’s Loafer with H Detail in Ostrich in Bleu Jean; 
$4,100, Hermès San Francisco, 253 Post Street, 415-391-7200.

New classic. I am extremely picky when it comes 
to choosing a new bag and have a long check 
list (but that’s another story). The new Piazza 

bag by Bottega Veneta meets all expectations. 
This genius bag comes in 3 different sizes and an 

exquisite selection of colors — you will find the one 
that suits even the most discerning lifestyle. 
Bottega Veneta Mist Nappa Medium Piazza Bag; $3,900,  

Bottega Veneta San Francisco, 124 Geary Street, 415-981-1700.

Brick-and-mortar or click-and-ship? For my holiday gift shopping I prefer to shop brick-and-mortar. 
There is something incomparably special about choosing a crisp sunny San Francisco day and taking a 
stroll through all of my favorite stores, and perhaps, checking out a couple of new ones along the way. I 
just go with the flow. I like to look through the goods, chat with my favorite salespeople and imagine what 
would make people on my list happy. But I am very selective as to where I shop. I choose the brands that 
have unparalleled commitments to exceptional craftsmanship and uncompromised quality, support and 
developed artisanal traditions, rise above trends and respect their resources and communities. So bundle 
up and let’s discover something stylish for everyone on your list, including you!

BY NATASHA 
CHALENKO

Wearable art. Hermès silk scarves are always 
on my shopping list for a classy lady. I have 
enormous appreciation for the amount of 

craftsmanship, tradition and the meticulously 
complex process that goes into creation of 

each scarf; they really are in the realm of fine 
art and elevate any outfit. 

Hermès Silk Scarf in “Jardin A Sintra”; $395, Hermès  
San Francisco, 253 Post Street, 415-391-7200.


