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Upfront  /  MUST HAVES

The New Sexy
BY NATASHA CHALENKO

Aphrodisiacs, pheromones and 
gourmand scents are the latest 
genre of seductive perfumes. 
They capture our imagination, 
hover above our skin, and linger 
in our memory. An everlasting 
love, a passionate romance or an 
effervescent flirt — you decide 
your own Valentine’s Day story, 
but these 
perfumes 
will make the 
holiday truly 
unforgettable.

Into the Night. 
Casablanca 
Lily by Byredo 
is a beautiful 
seductress. It 
pays homage to 
heady flowers 
that bloom at 
nightfall — a 
tempting array of gardenia, plum, 
carnation and tuberose intensified by 
rosewood and softened by honey. This 
precious liquid comes in an extract of 
perfume formula, so one small drop 
behind the ear will last you from dusk 

to dawn. Byredo 
Casablanca 
Lily Perfume 
Extract, $320 
for 50 ml; 
byredo.com

Sweet 
Harmony. Love 
is the ultimate 
addiction, a 
total loss of 
boundaries 
and a roller 
coaster for the 
soul — this is 
the statement 
behind Rolling 
in Love by 

Kilian. An exhilarating symphony of 
almond milk, ambrette seeds, iris, 
freesia, vanilla and musk creates 
an enveloping feeling of a warm, 
cashmere-soft 
embrace. Kilian 
Rolling in Love Eau 
de Parfum, $240 for 
50 ml; bykilian.com

A Tea for Two. I 
cannot think of 
a more perfect 
gourmand unisex 
fragrance than 
Five o’Clock au 
Gingembre by 
Serge Lutens. It 
opens up with a 
subtle smokiness 
of bergamot and 
tea; transforms into 
mouthwatering 
hints of ginger and 
cinnamon; and 
ends up with gentle 
accords of pepper, 
patchouli, honey, 
cacao. It’s sophisticated and elegant, 
yet sensual at the same time. Serge 
Lutens Five o’Clock Au Gingembre 
Eau de Parfum, $230 for 100 ml; 
sergelutens.com

THE 
VALENTINE’S 
DAY EDITION
Red roses and boxed 
chocolates are nice, but 
your Valentine is probably 
one in a million, so give them 
something just as special. 
We’ve compiled some 
thoughtful — and artful — ideas 
to consider before making 
your � nal gift selection.  
BY DAVID NASH

French 
Twist
Each Hermès Petit
H piece, such as this 
Mysore goatskin and 
Porosus crocodile 
Card Holder ($740) 
in rose, rouge, jaune 
and orange, is as 
unique as the recip-
ient. Available in a 
few other colorways, 
shapes and styles, 
these hand-crafted 
pieces of art are 
guaranteed winners 
for the chicest of 
beaux. hermes.com

Let Them 
Eat Cake
The design lover in your 
life will lose their head 
over this Marie Antoi-
nette bust ($725) from 
Hudson Grace. The 
artisan-crafted Resin-
Stone bust is incredibly 
lightweight at 30 inches 
by 16 inches. Spark a 
romantic revolution 
with this dramatic piece 
of home decor. 
hudsongracesf.com    

Given the Boot
Pick up these Fendi Ski Boots ($1,150) for 
your best ski bunny, then hit the 
slopes for a lover’s retreat. Made 
of neon pink Lycra with a 
3D-e� ect “FF” motif, these 
high rubber-soled boots with 
carved tread will warm your 
heart. fendi.com

Dine In
Surprise your 
sweetheart with this 
untitled six-color 
woodcut from 1996 
by pop artist Jim 
Dine. Known for his 
recurring themes 
such as hearts, 
bathrobes and ties, 
this particular work 
of heart, measuring 
29⅛ inches by 
 19½ inches from 
an edition of 100, is 
available from Mi-
chael Lisi Contempo-
rary Art in New York 
City. Price upon request. 
lisicontemporaryart.com

Snake Eyes
Glorifying 
the head of 
the snake, 
Bulgari’s 
Serpenti 
ring in 18k 
rose gold, set 
with rubellite 
eyes and full pavé 
diamonds ($6,800) 
sparkles with sensuality. 
Ignite your animal magnetism this 
month by gifting this wide-eyed little 
bauble. bulgari.com
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LUXURY FOR HER

Must Haves
H O L I D A Y  G I F T  G U I D E

Illustrious newcomer. Harry Winston is 
famous for its timeless, flawlessly crafted, 
one-of-a-kind jewels held to the highest 
and most exacting quality standards in 
the industry. The famed jewelry house’s 
long-anticipated San Francisco flagship 

store is a shining addition to the city’s 
luxury shopping landscape. 

Incredibles by Harry Winston sapphire and diamond 
necklace set in platinum; Price upon request. 

Harry Winston San Francisco, 200 Post Street, 
HarryWinston.com.

Statement earrings. Shreve & Co. is San Francisco’s 
oldest jewelry store and one of the names that are 
synonymous with the city itself. The finely curated 

collections of jewelry and watches will light up anyone’s 
holiday spirit. 

Penny Preville 18K Diamond Art Deco Earrings 1ct. $5,295. Shreve & Co., 
150 Post Street, San Francisco, 415-421-2600

Covetable and collectible. I have never met a 
woman who would not get excited about receiving 

a hypnotizing black and white camellia-adorned 
Chanel gift box. And for this reason I always visit the 

Chanel boutique. What’s inside the box? Does it really 
matter? Big or small—you know it will be “très chic”! 

CHANEL Bracelet in metal/calfskin; $750, CHANEL  
San Francisco, 156 Geary Street, 415-981-1550.

Sustainable Luxury.
Baby Cashmere is a

result of the Loro Piana’s
creative drive and

years of hard work with
Mongolian and Chinese
breeders. This extremely
rare and precious fiber

exclusively obtained from
the underfleece of Hircus
goat kids by means of a
delicate and completely

harmless combing
procedure that is only

done once in a goat’s life.
Loro Piana “Rochester” Coat in 

Baby Cashmere®; $5,900,  
Loro Piana San Francisco,  

233 Geary Street, 415-593-3303

A gift that keeps on giving. Tom Ford Beauty 
products are carefully crafted using only the high-
est-quality ingredients and are a treat for any style 

maven. This 50-piece lipstick library is a gift with pa-
nache and an undeniable “wow” factor—just opening 

all 50 will create a long-lasting holiday experience. 
Tom Ford Lips & Boys 50-piece set; $1,980, Saks Fifth Avenue  

San Francisco, 384 Post Street, 415-986-4300.

Cuteness overload.  
Louis Vuitton animal-

print accessories are ideal 
stocking stuffers, or as I call 

them “something extra.” The 
adorable giraffes romping 

with the brand’s iconic trunks 
and bags will certainly lift 

a mood and put a smile on 
anyone’s face!

Louis Vuitton Notebook Clemence 
Equipee Sauvage MM; $185. 
Louis Vuitton Illustré Girafe 

Bag Charm and Key Holder; 
$220, Louis Vuitton San 
Francisco, 233 Geary 

Street, 415-391-6200.

For a well-heeled traveler. These Hermès 
loafers come in just the right shade of blue and 

exude refinement in every time zone. 
Hermès Women’s Loafer with H Detail in Ostrich in Bleu Jean; 
$4,100, Hermès San Francisco, 253 Post Street, 415-391-7200.

New classic. I am extremely picky when it comes 
to choosing a new bag and have a long check 
list (but that’s another story). The new Piazza 

bag by Bottega Veneta meets all expectations. 
This genius bag comes in 3 different sizes and an 

exquisite selection of colors — you will find the one 
that suits even the most discerning lifestyle. 
Bottega Veneta Mist Nappa Medium Piazza Bag; $3,900,  

Bottega Veneta San Francisco, 124 Geary Street, 415-981-1700.

Brick-and-mortar or click-and-ship? For my holiday gift shopping I prefer to shop brick-and-mortar. 
There is something incomparably special about choosing a crisp sunny San Francisco day and taking a 
stroll through all of my favorite stores, and perhaps, checking out a couple of new ones along the way. I 
just go with the flow. I like to look through the goods, chat with my favorite salespeople and imagine what 
would make people on my list happy. But I am very selective as to where I shop. I choose the brands that 
have unparalleled commitments to exceptional craftsmanship and uncompromised quality, support and 
developed artisanal traditions, rise above trends and respect their resources and communities. So bundle 
up and let’s discover something stylish for everyone on your list, including you!

BY NATASHA 
CHALENKO

Wearable art. Hermès silk scarves are always 
on my shopping list for a classy lady. I have 
enormous appreciation for the amount of 

craftsmanship, tradition and the meticulously 
complex process that goes into creation of 

each scarf; they really are in the realm of fine 
art and elevate any outfit. 

Hermès Silk Scarf in “Jardin A Sintra”; $395, Hermès  
San Francisco, 253 Post Street, 415-391-7200.


