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SPRING 
REVIVAL
BY NATASHA CHALENKO

I’ve always been a huge proponent 
of a very natural, graceful, almost 
“no-makeup” everyday look —  the kind 
that allows a woman’s individuality, 
personality and confidence to shine 
through. Starting with a luminous 
canvas — healthy and radiant skin — is 
a must. For a glow that’s refreshed and 
illuminated from within, put these new 
skincare releases on your radar this 
season..

Lighten Up
The best eye cream 
this season is 
White Caviar Eye 
Extraordinaire by 
La Prairie. In order 
to achieve firm, 
younger-looking 
skin, the formula 
takes inspiration 
from the way an 
eye’s three-
dimensional 
architecture 
reflects the light. The illuminating 
molecule Lumidose — an inhibitor of 
tyrosinase, the enzyme responsible for 
the formation of melanin — intensely 
targets unflattering spectral disturbances 
(such as gray and brown), and optimizes 
the reflection of light from the skin. 
Golden Caviar extract increases collagen 
production, and the brand’s exclusive 
Cellular Complex boosts skin’s vitality.
La Prairie White Caviar Eye Extraordinaire 
Eye Cream, $550; laprairie.com

Shape Up
For a breakthrough 
serum, head to YSL 
Beauty. The brand’s Y 
Shape Serum from its 
Pure Shots collection 
fights skin sagginess 
and achieves a 
more defined and 
chiseled face with 
a unique synergy of 
nature and science 
— a combination 
of Barbary Fig and 
powerful peptide 
technology. I like the 
serum’s light, quick-
absorbing texture 
and its instantly lifting 
and firming effect. 
An added bonus 
is the YSL’s nod to 

sustainability: the refills are available for 
each Pure Shots serum to curb plastic 
waste. YSL Beauty Pure Shots Y Shape 
Firming Serum, $88; yslbeautyus.com

Monterey  /  MUST HAVES

COASTAL 
CHIC
Where to shop 
in Carmel and Big Sur  
BY DAVID NASH

Cup of Joe
Artist Peter 
Plamondon was first 
inspired to paint in 
the 1960s by Big Sur 
artist Kaffe Fassett. 
His work, including 
Graniteware Cups 
#5 ($5,800), acrylic 
on canvas, can be 
acquired through 
the Carmel Art 
Association Gallery 
— the oldest gallery 
in Carmel-by-the-
Sea, founded in 1927. 
carmelart.org.

High Time
Known since the 1950s for its stunning 
array of estate and antique jewelry, and 
vintage watches, Fourtané Jewelers isn’t to be 
missed. Finds like this circa-1960s Asymmetrical 
Carnelian and Diamond Rolex Lady’s Watch 
($16,800) in a 14-karat yellow gold setting is a rare 
f ind indeed. fourtane.com

Scribe’s Armor
A perfect weapon for the 
ultimate word warrior, 
Montegrappa’s Viking 
Fountain Pen ($216,000) 
is a formidable writing 
instrument. This utilitarian 
sculpture, available at 
Bittner, is made from 
18-karat yellow gold, with 
accents of 18-karat rose 
gold, sterling silver detailing, 
and a hand-applied enamel. 
Limited to an edition of six. 
bittner.com

Animal Attraction 
Although prolif ic Big Sur 
artist Loet Vanderveen
died in 2015, his charming 
limited-edition and 
richly patinated animal 
sculptures are still 
available through COAST 
Big Sur gallery. Pieces 
like this Classic Seated 
Aquamarine Cheetah 
are too good to pass 
up. Prices on request. 
coastbigsur.com/
gallery

The Grind
Established in 1994, Carmel Valley Coffee 
Roasting Company is the only certif ied 
organic coffee roasting company on 
the Monterey Peninsula. Visit any of its 
area locations for a cup of coffee and 
pick up a bag of its signature Organic 
Carmel Foglifter blend (from $12.95). 
carmelcoffeeroasters.com

Re-Energize
The face cream of the season is a classic 
remastered — meet the fourth generation 
of Guerlain’s Orchidée Impériale The 
Cream. The science behind its innovative 
formula is the brand’s new technology, 
which is based on the star orchid 
flower and involves Factor HIF-1 Alpha, 
a natural regulator of cell respiration. It 
improves skin’s regenerative properties 
and “breathability.” I love the cream’s 
richly luxurious yet lightweight texture 
as well as its subtle, sophisticated 
glow that shines with each application, 
thanks to the reflective properties of 
the added diamond powder. Guerlain 
Orchidée Impériale The Cream, $460, 
neimanmarcus.com
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LUXURY FOR HER

Must Haves
H O L I D A Y  G I F T  G U I D E

Illustrious newcomer. Harry Winston is 
famous for its timeless, flawlessly crafted, 
one-of-a-kind jewels held to the highest 
and most exacting quality standards in 
the industry. The famed jewelry house’s 
long-anticipated San Francisco flagship 

store is a shining addition to the city’s 
luxury shopping landscape. 

Incredibles by Harry Winston sapphire and diamond 
necklace set in platinum; Price upon request. 

Harry Winston San Francisco, 200 Post Street, 
HarryWinston.com.

Statement earrings. Shreve & Co. is San Francisco’s 
oldest jewelry store and one of the names that are 
synonymous with the city itself. The finely curated 

collections of jewelry and watches will light up anyone’s 
holiday spirit. 

Penny Preville 18K Diamond Art Deco Earrings 1ct. $5,295. Shreve & Co., 
150 Post Street, San Francisco, 415-421-2600

Covetable and collectible. I have never met a 
woman who would not get excited about receiving 

a hypnotizing black and white camellia-adorned 
Chanel gift box. And for this reason I always visit the 

Chanel boutique. What’s inside the box? Does it really 
matter? Big or small—you know it will be “très chic”! 

CHANEL Bracelet in metal/calfskin; $750, CHANEL  
San Francisco, 156 Geary Street, 415-981-1550.

Sustainable Luxury.
Baby Cashmere is a

result of the Loro Piana’s
creative drive and

years of hard work with
Mongolian and Chinese
breeders. This extremely
rare and precious fiber

exclusively obtained from
the underfleece of Hircus
goat kids by means of a
delicate and completely

harmless combing
procedure that is only

done once in a goat’s life.
Loro Piana “Rochester” Coat in 

Baby Cashmere®; $5,900,  
Loro Piana San Francisco,  

233 Geary Street, 415-593-3303

A gift that keeps on giving. Tom Ford Beauty 
products are carefully crafted using only the high-
est-quality ingredients and are a treat for any style 

maven. This 50-piece lipstick library is a gift with pa-
nache and an undeniable “wow” factor—just opening 

all 50 will create a long-lasting holiday experience. 
Tom Ford Lips & Boys 50-piece set; $1,980, Saks Fifth Avenue  

San Francisco, 384 Post Street, 415-986-4300.

Cuteness overload.  
Louis Vuitton animal-

print accessories are ideal 
stocking stuffers, or as I call 

them “something extra.” The 
adorable giraffes romping 

with the brand’s iconic trunks 
and bags will certainly lift 

a mood and put a smile on 
anyone’s face!

Louis Vuitton Notebook Clemence 
Equipee Sauvage MM; $185. 
Louis Vuitton Illustré Girafe 

Bag Charm and Key Holder; 
$220, Louis Vuitton San 
Francisco, 233 Geary 

Street, 415-391-6200.

For a well-heeled traveler. These Hermès 
loafers come in just the right shade of blue and 

exude refinement in every time zone. 
Hermès Women’s Loafer with H Detail in Ostrich in Bleu Jean; 
$4,100, Hermès San Francisco, 253 Post Street, 415-391-7200.

New classic. I am extremely picky when it comes 
to choosing a new bag and have a long check 
list (but that’s another story). The new Piazza 

bag by Bottega Veneta meets all expectations. 
This genius bag comes in 3 different sizes and an 

exquisite selection of colors — you will find the one 
that suits even the most discerning lifestyle. 
Bottega Veneta Mist Nappa Medium Piazza Bag; $3,900,  

Bottega Veneta San Francisco, 124 Geary Street, 415-981-1700.

Brick-and-mortar or click-and-ship? For my holiday gift shopping I prefer to shop brick-and-mortar. 
There is something incomparably special about choosing a crisp sunny San Francisco day and taking a 
stroll through all of my favorite stores, and perhaps, checking out a couple of new ones along the way. I 
just go with the flow. I like to look through the goods, chat with my favorite salespeople and imagine what 
would make people on my list happy. But I am very selective as to where I shop. I choose the brands that 
have unparalleled commitments to exceptional craftsmanship and uncompromised quality, support and 
developed artisanal traditions, rise above trends and respect their resources and communities. So bundle 
up and let’s discover something stylish for everyone on your list, including you!

BY NATASHA 
CHALENKO

Wearable art. Hermès silk scarves are always 
on my shopping list for a classy lady. I have 
enormous appreciation for the amount of 

craftsmanship, tradition and the meticulously 
complex process that goes into creation of 

each scarf; they really are in the realm of fine 
art and elevate any outfit. 

Hermès Silk Scarf in “Jardin A Sintra”; $395, Hermès  
San Francisco, 253 Post Street, 415-391-7200.
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I’ve always been a huge proponent 
of a very natural, graceful, almost 
“no-makeup” everyday look —  the 
kind that allows women’s individuality, 
personality and confidence to shine 
through. Starting with a luminous 
canvas — healthy and radiant skin — 
is a must. For a glow that’s refreshed 
and illuminated from within, put these 
new skincare releases on your radar 
this spring.

Lighten Up
The best eye 
cream this season 
is White Caviar Eye 
Extraordinaire by 
La Prairie. In order 
to achieve firm, 
younger-looking 
skin, the elixir 
takes inspiration 
from the way an 
eye’s three-
dimensional 
architecture 
reflects the light. The illuminating 
molecule Lumidose — an inhibitor of 
tyrosinase, the enzyme responsible 
for the formation of melanin — 
intensely targets unflattering spectral 
disturbances (such as grey and brown), 
and optimizes the reflection of light from 
the skin. Golden Caviar extract increases 
collagen production, and the brand’s 
exclusive Cellular Complex boosts 
skin’s vitality. La Prairie White Caviar 
Eye Extraordinaire Eye Cream, $550; 
laprairie.com

Shape Up
For a breakthrough 
serum, head to YSL 
Beauty. The brand’s 
Y Shape Serum 
from its Pure Shots 
collection fights 
skin sagginess and 
achieves a more 
defined and chiseled 
face with a unique 
synergy of nature 
and science — a 
combination of 
Barbary Fig and 
powerful peptide 
technology. I like the 
serum’s light, quick-
absorbing texture 
and its instantly 
lifting and firming 
effect. An added 

bonus is the YSL’s nod to sustainability: 
the refills are available for each Pure 
Shots serum to curve plastic waste. 
YSL Beauty Pure Shots Y Shape Firming 
Serum, $88; yslbeautyus.com

Re-Energize
The face cream of the season is a classic 
remastered — meet the 4th generation 
of Guerlain’s Orchidée Impériale The 
Cream. The science behind its innovative 
formula is the brand’s new technology, 
which is based on a star orchid flower 
and involves Factor HIF-1 Alpha, a 
natural regulator of cell respiration. It 
improves skin’s regenerative properties 
and “breathability.” I love the cream’s 
richly luxurious yet lightweight texture 
as well as its subtle, sophisticated 
glow that shines with each application, 
thanks to the reflective properties of 
the added diamond powder. Guerlain 
Orchidée Impériale The Cream, $460, 
neimanmarcus.com
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Cup of Joe
Artist Peter Plamondon 
was f irst inspired to 
paint in the 1960s by 
Big Sur artist Kaffe 
Fassett. His work, 
including Graniteware 
Cups #5 ($5,800), 
acrylic on canvas, 
can be acquired 
through the Carmel 
Art Association Gallery 
— the oldest gallery 
in Carmel-by-the-
Sea, founded in 1927. 
carmelart.org.

High Time
Known since the 1950s for its stunning 
array of estate and antique jewelry, and 
vintage watches, Fourtané Jewelers isn’t to be 
missed. Finds like this circa-1960s Asymmetrical 
Carnelian and Diamond Rolex Lady’s Watch 
($16,800) in a 14-karat yellow gold setting is a rare 
f ind indeed. fourtane.com

Scribe’s Armor
A perfect weapon for the 
ultimate word warrior, 
Montegrappa’s Viking 
Fountain Pen ($216,000) 
is a formidable writing 
instrument. This utilitarian 
sculpture, available at 
Bittner, is made from18-
karat yellow gold, with 
accents of 18-karat rose 
gold, sterling silver detailing, 
and a hand-applied enamel. 
Limited to an edition of six. 
bittner.com

Animal Attraction 
Although prolif ic Big Sur 
artist Loet Vanderveen 
died in 2015, his charming 
limited edition and 
richly patinated animal 
sculptures are still 
available through COAST 
Big Sur gallery. Pieces 
like this Classic Seated 
Aquamarine Cheetah 
are too good to pass 
up. Prices on request. 
coastbigsur.com/
gallery

The Grind
Established in 1994, Carmel Valley Coffee 
Roasting Company is the only Certif ied 
Organic coffee roasting company on 
the Monterey Peninsula. Visit any of their 
area locations for a cup of coffee and 
pick up a bag of their signature Organic 
Carmel Foglifter blend (from $12.95). 
carmelcoffeeroasters.com


