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Upfront  /  MUST HAVES

Spa Self-
Reliance
BY NATASHA CHALENKO

I’ve always been a firm believer that 
an ounce of prevention is better than 
a pound of intervention, and this 
is especially applicable to skincare 
maintenance. While nothing can replace 
the effectiveness and joy of regular spa 
facials (the pure luxury of simply not 
doing anything and being pampered 
for an hour or two!), some fabulous 
celebrity esthetician-backed brands offer 
at-home beauty tools for professional 
level results. I’m constantly testing new 
and exciting beauty products, and these 
three rise to the top of my list.

Wonder Wand 
Joanna Vargas’ spa-grade Magic Glow 
Wand uses targeted treatment settings 

to address myriad 
skin concerns. Four 
different modes (hot, 
cold, plus a massage 
setting for each) 
re-create the steps of 
a spa facial: steaming 
to unclog the pores, 
lymphatic drainage to 
detox, cryotherapy to 
soothe inflammation, 
and facial massage 
to reduce puffiness 
and promote 
microcirculation. The 
sleek minimalistic 
design makes it a 
perfect on-the-go 

companion. Joanna Vargas Magic Glow 
Wand, $285; joannavargas.com 

Smooth Operator
The gliding motion 
and curved edges of 
Nurse Jamie’s TriAngle 
replicate the scooping 
massage technique 
used by professional 
estheticians to achieve 
a more chiseled 
appearance of the 
jawline, cheeks 
and neck. Two 
high frequency 
sonic vibration 
settings — 
normal and heated 
— help facilitate better 
absorption of creams, serums and 
oils. Smart added features, such as 
Intelligent Touch Sensor and timer alert, 
create an intuitive user experience. 
Nurse Jamie TriAngle Facial Beauty Tool, 
$159; nursejamie.com

Reiki-n-Roll
Jade is considered a stone of 
abundance, wealth and good fortune. 

The philosophy 
behind this Reiki 
energy charged Green 
Jade Gemstone 
Roller by Knesko is 
to enhance one’s 
balance and sense 
of well-being. The 
rolling motion relaxes 
facial muscles, boosts 
circulation and 
refreshes the skin. 
Pair this roller with 
the brand’s Nanogold 
Repair Multi-Masking 
Kit for a truly luxurious 
at-home spa ritual. 
Knesko Green Jade 

Gemstone Roller, $80; knesko.com

STAYING IN OR 
GOING OUT?
New versions of the classics bring 
panache  — and a much-needed 
splash of color  — to home and 
wardrobe staples.
BY DAVID NASH

FLICK OF THE WRIST. New from 
Tiffany & Co. are these Special Edi-
tion Bone Cuffs ($475). Originally de-
signed in silver 50 years ago by Elsa 
Peretti, the new take on the timeless 
cuff offers a glossy finish over copper 
(available in green, red and blue) and 
celebrates the iconic style maker’s 
affinity for color. Make no bones 
about it — these will be your favorite 
summer accessory. tiffany.com 

IN THE CARDS. You’ve already 
spent a lot of time at home this 
spring and who knows what’s ahead, 
so plan accordingly for more quiet 
nights in — solo or with family and 
friends. Nothing beats a good 
old-fashioned game 
of bridge, gin 
rummy, slapjack, 
or solitaire played 
with any standard 
deck of cards. Pop 
into Hermès (or 
shop online) to pick 
up a set of Couvertures 
Nouvelles Tarot Playing 
Cards ($120), which are any-
thing but standard. hermes.com 

POT HEAD. Former creative 
director of Cerruti and Don-
na Karan, Peter Speliopou-

los spent decades working 
in the fashion industry 
before taking up a for-
mal study of ceramics 
in 2015. Since then, he’s 
formed the epony-
mous Peter Speliop-
oulos Projects, where 
he creates masterful 
pots and vessels, like 

those in his Veins Series, 
which features rich matte 

blue and green glazes over 
agate bases. Each piece 

is hand thrown and glazed 
by the artist. Prices upon 
request.  psprojects.com 

NOTEN BUT TROUBLE. Thanks to Modern Appealing 
Clothing — or MAC — we still have an outpost for our 
favorite Belgian, Japanese and otherwise hard-to-find 
avant-garde designers. With some beautiful new things on 
the way for fall, stop in now for a great selection of Dries 
Van Noten from his spring 2020 collections for men 
and women, including this leopard print cotton jacket 
(available as a suit for $2,195), and the jacquard floral 
coat ($2,795) from the ready-to-wear collaboration with 
Christian Lacroix. For current hours, phone (415) 863-3011. 
387 Grove Street, San Francisco. 

NEPTUNE’S NET. Inspired by his love of 
Greek mythology, artist Luke Edward Hall 
has collaborated with Richard Ginori for 
the Viaggio di Nettuno collection. Hall gives 
us his vibrant interpretation of the world 
of Neptune and his wife Salacia on plates, 
bowls, mugs and this teapot ($375) avail-
able from Sue Fisher King — and that’s not 
a myth. suefisherking.com 
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LUXURY FOR HER

Must Haves
H O L I D A Y  G I F T  G U I D E

Illustrious newcomer. Harry Winston is 
famous for its timeless, flawlessly crafted, 
one-of-a-kind jewels held to the highest 
and most exacting quality standards in 
the industry. The famed jewelry house’s 
long-anticipated San Francisco flagship 

store is a shining addition to the city’s 
luxury shopping landscape. 

Incredibles by Harry Winston sapphire and diamond 
necklace set in platinum; Price upon request. 

Harry Winston San Francisco, 200 Post Street, 
HarryWinston.com.

Statement earrings. Shreve & Co. is San Francisco’s 
oldest jewelry store and one of the names that are 
synonymous with the city itself. The finely curated 

collections of jewelry and watches will light up anyone’s 
holiday spirit. 

Penny Preville 18K Diamond Art Deco Earrings 1ct. $5,295. Shreve & Co., 
150 Post Street, San Francisco, 415-421-2600

Covetable and collectible. I have never met a 
woman who would not get excited about receiving 

a hypnotizing black and white camellia-adorned 
Chanel gift box. And for this reason I always visit the 

Chanel boutique. What’s inside the box? Does it really 
matter? Big or small—you know it will be “très chic”! 

CHANEL Bracelet in metal/calfskin; $750, CHANEL  
San Francisco, 156 Geary Street, 415-981-1550.

Sustainable Luxury.
Baby Cashmere is a

result of the Loro Piana’s
creative drive and

years of hard work with
Mongolian and Chinese
breeders. This extremely
rare and precious fiber

exclusively obtained from
the underfleece of Hircus
goat kids by means of a
delicate and completely

harmless combing
procedure that is only

done once in a goat’s life.
Loro Piana “Rochester” Coat in 

Baby Cashmere®; $5,900,  
Loro Piana San Francisco,  

233 Geary Street, 415-593-3303

A gift that keeps on giving. Tom Ford Beauty 
products are carefully crafted using only the high-
est-quality ingredients and are a treat for any style 

maven. This 50-piece lipstick library is a gift with pa-
nache and an undeniable “wow” factor—just opening 

all 50 will create a long-lasting holiday experience. 
Tom Ford Lips & Boys 50-piece set; $1,980, Saks Fifth Avenue  

San Francisco, 384 Post Street, 415-986-4300.

Cuteness overload.  
Louis Vuitton animal-

print accessories are ideal 
stocking stuffers, or as I call 

them “something extra.” The 
adorable giraffes romping 

with the brand’s iconic trunks 
and bags will certainly lift 

a mood and put a smile on 
anyone’s face!

Louis Vuitton Notebook Clemence 
Equipee Sauvage MM; $185. 
Louis Vuitton Illustré Girafe 

Bag Charm and Key Holder; 
$220, Louis Vuitton San 
Francisco, 233 Geary 

Street, 415-391-6200.

For a well-heeled traveler. These Hermès 
loafers come in just the right shade of blue and 

exude refinement in every time zone. 
Hermès Women’s Loafer with H Detail in Ostrich in Bleu Jean; 
$4,100, Hermès San Francisco, 253 Post Street, 415-391-7200.

New classic. I am extremely picky when it comes 
to choosing a new bag and have a long check 
list (but that’s another story). The new Piazza 

bag by Bottega Veneta meets all expectations. 
This genius bag comes in 3 different sizes and an 

exquisite selection of colors — you will find the one 
that suits even the most discerning lifestyle. 
Bottega Veneta Mist Nappa Medium Piazza Bag; $3,900,  

Bottega Veneta San Francisco, 124 Geary Street, 415-981-1700.

Brick-and-mortar or click-and-ship? For my holiday gift shopping I prefer to shop brick-and-mortar. 
There is something incomparably special about choosing a crisp sunny San Francisco day and taking a 
stroll through all of my favorite stores, and perhaps, checking out a couple of new ones along the way. I 
just go with the flow. I like to look through the goods, chat with my favorite salespeople and imagine what 
would make people on my list happy. But I am very selective as to where I shop. I choose the brands that 
have unparalleled commitments to exceptional craftsmanship and uncompromised quality, support and 
developed artisanal traditions, rise above trends and respect their resources and communities. So bundle 
up and let’s discover something stylish for everyone on your list, including you!

BY NATASHA 
CHALENKO

Wearable art. Hermès silk scarves are always 
on my shopping list for a classy lady. I have 
enormous appreciation for the amount of 

craftsmanship, tradition and the meticulously 
complex process that goes into creation of 

each scarf; they really are in the realm of fine 
art and elevate any outfit. 

Hermès Silk Scarf in “Jardin A Sintra”; $395, Hermès  
San Francisco, 253 Post Street, 415-391-7200.


