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UpFrontUpFront

Picture Perfect. The groundbreaking photographer Betty Kuhner 
(1916-2014) took black-and-white portraits of the most affluent Amer-
ican families, including the Pulitzers, Lauders, DuPonts, Kennedys, 
Fords and Oxenbergs. By asking them to dress casually — and often 
similarly — and posing them outdoors, she documented high society in 
an extraordinarily unorthodox way. Betty Kuhner: The American Family 
Portrait ($60) is a well-curated tome from authors Steven Stolman 
and the subject’s daughter, Kate Kuhner. gibbs-smith.com 
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When it comes to vacation packing 
and personal care, I’ve never heard 
anyone saying “I like to pack heavy.” 
On the contrary, I’m always asked 
for my recommendations on efficient 
jet-setting beauty solutions. Add 
these hardworking multitaskers to this 
summer’s pack list, and after you return 
from your travels, all can seamlessly 
transition into your daily routine.

Rays for Days. Clarins is known as 
one of the pioneers in suncare, with 
40 years of expertise 
and research. This 
summer’s new collec-
tion takes face and 
body sunscreens to 
the next level. Each 
product contains 
two proprietary Sun 
Complexes — while 
the organic dou-
ble protection filter 
helps to block harm-
ful UVA/UVB rays, 
the antioxidant-rich, 
plant-based component softens and 
hydrates skin. Available in SPF 30 
and SPF 50+. Clarins Dry Touch Facial 
Sunscreen SPF 30, $30; clarins.com

Frizz Gone. Going tropical? Keep 
flyaways at bay with the new R+Co 
Moon Landing Anti-
Humidity Spray. This 
instantly absorbing 
hair aerosol contains 
a polymer blend that 
seals in moisture 
and blocks humidi-
ty. Additionally, the 
vitamin-rich formula-
tion of buriti oil, pan-
thenol, tocopherol 
and sea buckthorn 
oil takes care of hair 
health, elasticity and 
shine. The spray has 
light texture, so your 
mane stays manageable. R+Co  
Moon Landing Anti-Humidity Spray, 
$32; randco.com

One-Stop Shop: Thanks to its blend 
of 15 healing plants (including Saint- 
John’s-wort, chamomile, arnica and 
calendula), the highly potent formu-
la in Shiffa 
Healing Balm 
covers a mul-
titude of trav-
el blues. A 
remedy for 
sunburns, 
minor cuts 
and wounds? 
Check. A 
nourishing night potion to repair and 
refresh skin? Check. Spill-proof? 
Check. This solid balm delicately 
melts only when in contact with my 
skin, not my Birkin. Shiffa Healing 
Balm, $106; nordstrom.com

Drivers Wanted. Own a piece of Oakland automo-
bile sales history when you acquire this red neon 
Buick dealership sign ($5,250) from North Holly-
wood-based Off the Wall Antiques. Each neon 
letter is individually powered 
with a separate inter-
nal transformer and 
external power cord 
(216˝ wide by 55˝ tall). 
offthewall
antiques.com 

Eye Spy. This 
neon-yellow Ro-
mano leather Belt 
Bag from FENDI 
($1,290), complete 
with Bag Bug eyes, 
will make a splendid 
summer accessory 
for anyone into the 
bum-bag resur-
gence. Available 
in boutiques and 
online. fendi.com

Shell Game. Encrusted with real 
shells and coral, this late 20th 
century “Fantasy” chair with em-
broidered pillow by San Francisco 
designer Andrew Fisher – and 
available through Dogfork — was 
part of a collection featured 
on the cover of Interior Design 
magazine in July 1997. Incredibly 
detailed with a hand-painted fin-
ish, this masterpiece can by yours 
for $3,800. dogfork.com 

A Tangled Webb. Available 
at Shreve & Co., this vintage flower 
brooch of platinum and 18k yellow gold, by David 
Webb, features 37 straight baguette diamonds 
weighing 1.85 total carats, a 0.61-carat pear 
shaped diamond and two pear-shaped emeralds 
weighing 1.50 total carats. Price upon request. 
shreve.com 

BY DAVID NASH

Matchmaker. This sterling 
silver-mounted and thread-
ed crystal Edwardian match 
striker in a beautiful pale 
green ($980) from Found by 
Maja is an incredible — and 
utilitarian — tabletop ac-
cessory. Measuring 2.5" tall 
by 2.5˝ wide, this is one of 
several available in a variety 
of sizes, styles and colors. 
foundbymaja.com 
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LUXURY FOR HER

Must Haves
H O L I D A Y  G I F T  G U I D E

Illustrious newcomer. Harry Winston is 
famous for its timeless, flawlessly crafted, 
one-of-a-kind jewels held to the highest 
and most exacting quality standards in 
the industry. The famed jewelry house’s 
long-anticipated San Francisco flagship 

store is a shining addition to the city’s 
luxury shopping landscape. 

Incredibles by Harry Winston sapphire and diamond 
necklace set in platinum; Price upon request. 

Harry Winston San Francisco, 200 Post Street, 
HarryWinston.com.

Statement earrings. Shreve & Co. is San Francisco’s 
oldest jewelry store and one of the names that are 
synonymous with the city itself. The finely curated 

collections of jewelry and watches will light up anyone’s 
holiday spirit. 

Penny Preville 18K Diamond Art Deco Earrings 1ct. $5,295. Shreve & Co., 
150 Post Street, San Francisco, 415-421-2600

Covetable and collectible. I have never met a 
woman who would not get excited about receiving 

a hypnotizing black and white camellia-adorned 
Chanel gift box. And for this reason I always visit the 

Chanel boutique. What’s inside the box? Does it really 
matter? Big or small—you know it will be “très chic”! 

CHANEL Bracelet in metal/calfskin; $750, CHANEL  
San Francisco, 156 Geary Street, 415-981-1550.

Sustainable Luxury.
Baby Cashmere is a

result of the Loro Piana’s
creative drive and

years of hard work with
Mongolian and Chinese
breeders. This extremely
rare and precious fiber

exclusively obtained from
the underfleece of Hircus
goat kids by means of a
delicate and completely

harmless combing
procedure that is only

done once in a goat’s life.
Loro Piana “Rochester” Coat in 

Baby Cashmere®; $5,900,  
Loro Piana San Francisco,  

233 Geary Street, 415-593-3303

A gift that keeps on giving. Tom Ford Beauty 
products are carefully crafted using only the high-
est-quality ingredients and are a treat for any style 

maven. This 50-piece lipstick library is a gift with pa-
nache and an undeniable “wow” factor—just opening 

all 50 will create a long-lasting holiday experience. 
Tom Ford Lips & Boys 50-piece set; $1,980, Saks Fifth Avenue  

San Francisco, 384 Post Street, 415-986-4300.

Cuteness overload.  
Louis Vuitton animal-

print accessories are ideal 
stocking stuffers, or as I call 

them “something extra.” The 
adorable giraffes romping 

with the brand’s iconic trunks 
and bags will certainly lift 

a mood and put a smile on 
anyone’s face!

Louis Vuitton Notebook Clemence 
Equipee Sauvage MM; $185. 
Louis Vuitton Illustré Girafe 

Bag Charm and Key Holder; 
$220, Louis Vuitton San 
Francisco, 233 Geary 

Street, 415-391-6200.

For a well-heeled traveler. These Hermès 
loafers come in just the right shade of blue and 

exude refinement in every time zone. 
Hermès Women’s Loafer with H Detail in Ostrich in Bleu Jean; 
$4,100, Hermès San Francisco, 253 Post Street, 415-391-7200.

New classic. I am extremely picky when it comes 
to choosing a new bag and have a long check 
list (but that’s another story). The new Piazza 

bag by Bottega Veneta meets all expectations. 
This genius bag comes in 3 different sizes and an 

exquisite selection of colors — you will find the one 
that suits even the most discerning lifestyle. 
Bottega Veneta Mist Nappa Medium Piazza Bag; $3,900,  

Bottega Veneta San Francisco, 124 Geary Street, 415-981-1700.

Brick-and-mortar or click-and-ship? For my holiday gift shopping I prefer to shop brick-and-mortar. 
There is something incomparably special about choosing a crisp sunny San Francisco day and taking a 
stroll through all of my favorite stores, and perhaps, checking out a couple of new ones along the way. I 
just go with the flow. I like to look through the goods, chat with my favorite salespeople and imagine what 
would make people on my list happy. But I am very selective as to where I shop. I choose the brands that 
have unparalleled commitments to exceptional craftsmanship and uncompromised quality, support and 
developed artisanal traditions, rise above trends and respect their resources and communities. So bundle 
up and let’s discover something stylish for everyone on your list, including you!

BY NATASHA 
CHALENKO

Wearable art. Hermès silk scarves are always 
on my shopping list for a classy lady. I have 
enormous appreciation for the amount of 

craftsmanship, tradition and the meticulously 
complex process that goes into creation of 

each scarf; they really are in the realm of fine 
art and elevate any outfit. 

Hermès Silk Scarf in “Jardin A Sintra”; $395, Hermès  
San Francisco, 253 Post Street, 415-391-7200.


